
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

 Tzedek DC and JCRC Applaud the DC Council’s Passage of Wage Garnishment Reform 

 

Washington, D.C. December 19 –The Council of the District of Columbia has passed the Wage 

Garnishment Fairness Amendment Act of 2017.  The bill now goes to the Mayor and, if enacted, to 

Congress for review prior to taking effect.  Tzedek DC and the Jewish Community Relations 

Council of Greater Washington (JCRC) previously testified jointly in support of the bill and, in 

coalition with anti-poverty and legal services organizations and DC residents adversely affected by 

the current system, advocated for the bill’s passage. 

 

Under current law, DC workers making only $11,500 of income per year can see up to 25% of their 

wages garnished through a court-supervised process, all without advance notice.  Such high levels 

of surprise wage loss for low- and moderate- income residents can have disastrous effects on DC 

families and prevent them from being able to pay for other critical life necessities.  The reform 

passed by the Council requires debt collectors to provide advance notice before garnishment, 

allowing employees time to either properly prepare financially or to seek to resolve the issue outside 

of garnishment.  

 

Further, by ensuring that at least minimum wage income is protected from garnishment, the reform 

bill ensures that the percentage of wages garnished is proportional to disposable income, lessening 

the burden on low-income families.  

 

The current system’s problems have also called for reform as a matter of racial justice: 45% of DC 

residents who live in predominantly non-white zip codes and have a credit report had at least one 

debt in collection listed on their credit report.  Many of these alleged debts would eventually be the 

subject of debt collection lawsuits, and possibly garnishment as well, under the current problematic 

rules.  

 

Ariel Levinson-Waldman, President and Director-Counsel of Tzedek DC, said that the wage 

garnishment reform bill “represents an important step forward towards a justice system that treats 

low-income community members dealing with debt-related challenges fairly.” 

 

Darcy Hirsh, JCRC’s Director of DC Government and Community Relations, said “The Torah 

commands us to champion the poor and we applaud the DC Council for protecting workers and 

giving all in our community the ability to maintain their own economic well-being.” 

 

For the Judiciary Committee testimony by Tzedek DC client Cecile Tshibuabu as well as the 

testimony by Tzedek DC and the JCRC, go to:  https://bit.ly/2CpiJjb 

 

For further information on the bill, go to:  https://bit.ly/2PPMTPJ 
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